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THE City has welcomed 
Bridge City Precinct’s fi rst 
residential development 
that broke ground on 31 
July. This new development 
is set to change the view 
of residential townships 
and showcase how 
integrated and co-ordinated 
developments can inject 
sustainable economic 
growth. Clearing of the site 
for the affordable housing 
project commenced on 
4 August with the project 
scheduled for completion 
within 15 months.
Once complete, the 

development will form 
part of the Bridge City 
Development Precinct 
which includes the 
13-hectare Bridge City 
Business Estate and a 
town centre consisting 
of commercial, retail, 
residential, a state hospital 
and regional magistrate’s 
court sites.
The Bridge City Precinct 

development, a Presidential 
Lead Project, is aimed at the 
residents and businesses 
within the Phoenix, Inanda, 
Ntuzuma and KwaMashu 
(PINK) areas and is a 
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product of a joint venture 
between the eThekwini 
Municipality and Tongaat 
Hulett, known as the 
Effi ngham Development 
Joint Venture.  
Head of the Economic 

Development and 
Investment Promotion Unit 
Shunnon Tulsiram said: 
“This development is a 
signifi cant milestone in the 
evolution of the Bridge City 
project.”

One of the main outcomes 
of the precinct development 
is to ensure affordable social 
housing through private and 
public collaboration. 
The social housing 

programme is aimed at 

providing affordable quality 
rental housing that is 
targeted at low-moderate 
income earners of between 
R1 500 per month to R15 
000 per month. Further 
to the regulated income 
spread, the Municipality has 
adopted an allocation policy 
which allows proportional 
allocation of social housing 
units by the Municipality, 
and the developer. 
Located approximately 

17 kilometres from the city 
centre, between the two 
key nodes of Pinetown 
and uMhlanga Ridge, this 
development forms part of 
the City’s plan to integrate 
key transport, business and 
social services nodes and 
corridors within the PINK 
area. 
With a total private sector 

investment estimated at 
R6 billion and a further R2 
billion from government, 
the project is expected to 
create 8 000 jobs on site and 
generate a rates income of 
R62 million per annum for 
the City with an expectant 
population of over 800 000 
people.
In addition of new and 

upgraded infrastructure in 
the PINK area, the R20bn 

Go!Durban Integrated Public 
Transport Network (IPTN) 
is signifi cant to activating 
the precinct’s connectivity. 
Other key transport and 
road infrastructure projects 
include road upgrades, the 
Bhejane Road Extension 
to link MR93/M25 into 
KwaMashu, MR93/M25 
Interchange, new rail line 
and station and a taxi/bus/
car inter-modal facility. The 
transport node capacity is 
projected to cater for 100 
000 plus commuters per day 
with 40 000 passengers per 
peak periods. 
The City encourages 

developers and investors 
to take advantage of the 
City’s current development 
administration fees relief 
and enhanced development 
incentives to claim the 
limited sites currently 
available for sale within the 
56-hectare precinct. 
Tongaat Hulett are 

responsible for the sales 
and planning of sites and 
enquiries can be directed 
to Karen Petersen on email 
Karen.Petersen@tongaat.
com  or property.enquiries@
tongaat.com.

priah.dass@durban.gov.za
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THE City’s Revenue 
Management Unit has, since 
the start of the Covid-19 
pandemic, implemented 
various relief measures to 
reduce the fi nancial burden 
on customers. 
The relief measures include 

interest write-offs, the 
halting of disconnections, 
no interest charged between 
March and June 2020 as 
well as relief to Bed and 
Breakfast and guesthouse 
establishments. 
A widely appreciated relief 

programme, which will run 
until December 2020, allows 
residential and business 
customers with debt of 90 
days and older to approach 
the City to make a payment 
agreement.
Peet du Plessis, Head of 

Revenue Management 
appealed to customers to 
take advantage of the relief 
measures.
“Residential customers 

must settle between 10 
percent to 25 percent of 

their capital debt as a down 
payment while business 
customers are legible to pay 
between 25 percent and 
50 percent of the capital 
debt, as a down payment.  
The rest of the debt will be 
payable over the period 
of the agreement with 
no interest payable. The 
payment must include 
the current charges on the 
bill and the total interest 
accumulated and raised to 
the customer account will 
be written off,” he said.
Deputy Mayor and 

Chairperson of the Finance 
and Emergency Services 
Committee Councillor 
Belinda Scott commended 
the revenue team for their 
sterling effort towards 
revenue collection through a 
very diffi cult time. 
“The fi nance team must 

be recognised for their 
swift and responsible 
actions especially the new 
approaches taken towards 
revenue collection,” she 
said.

romita.hanuman@durban.gov.za

Revenue relief 
measures outlined 
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THE 5th reviewed 
Economic Development 
Incentive Policy (EDIP) 
2020/21 bolsters the 
City’s commitment 
to incentivise foreign 
and local investment, 
sustain enterprises and 
proactively cultivate a 
competitive investor–
friendly environment. The 
policy offers fi nancial or 
property rebates as well 
as non-fi nancial support 
for investors that align to 
the City’s inclusive growth 
objectives.
The EDIP incentives aim to 

promote the development of 
vacant land and expansion 
or redevelopment of existing 
industrial, commercial or 
mixed-use developments. 
This will apply for a 
maximum of three years 
from commencement 
of construction or three 
years post construction. 
Applications that fall 
beyond the scope of this 
policy will be dealt with on 
a case-by-case basis by the 
Municipality.
The policy also makes 

provision to encourage 
urban regeneration, target 
investment into the inner 
city and high priority 
integration zone, provide 

City bolsters development 
incentives to attract investment 

inclusive investment and 
stimulate employment and 
local procurement. 
Deputy Head of the City’s 

Economic Development 
Unit, under Policy, Strategy, 
Information and Research, 
Dr Ajiv Maharaj explained 
that the policy is a win-win 
situation especially during 
the current fi nancial crisis. 
Since inception of the 

policy in 2016 there has been 
more than 13 successful 
applications received/
approved attracting more 
than R10bn in investment 
and more than R30m in 
rebate/discount per annum 
received by benefi ciaries.  

Also, exclusive to eThekwini 
is that the EDIP allows for 
an applicant to still apply 
even if in receipt of any 
incentive from other spheres 
of government. 
In addition to the general 

criteria required for the 
approval of an application 
for fi nancial incentives as 
contained in the EDIP, a 
new investment must satisfy 
at least one or more of the 
special qualifying criteria 
below:
• Investment Value
• Jobs Created
• Targeted Sector
• Spatial Location

Bespoke Financial 
Incentive
To fundamentally 

improve the Inner City, the 
Municipality has crafted 
bespoke fi nancial incentives 
to attract investment and 
regenerate this space 
thereby creating commercial 
activity and multiple use 
developments to enhance 
densifi cation.
 Bespoke Financial 

Incentives include:
• Investment value excludes 

the purchase price of land 
and buildings

• Value of investment by a 
single investor

• Aggregate all the new 
investment single or 
multiple properties 

• Investments over R300 
million qualify for a three-
year rebate and may apply 
for a further two-year 
extension

• All jobs created by a single 
investor may aggregate 
the jobs for maximum 
rebate 

• Targeted sectors within 
the Inclusive Growth 
Strategy (2020-2025) are 
eligible to apply

• Incentives may not be 
applied for retrospectively

Interested investors can 
email nuthan.maharaj@
durban.gov.za for more 
information

priah.dass@durban.gov.za
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